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Happy 2010! As the second semester begins, it seems very appropriate to reflect on the many successes of the
Churchill High School students in academics as well as extracurricular activities. Parental involvement is the key to
the continued success of our students and your countless hours spent supporting our students and their activities ar:
gift of priceless value. Thanks to all of you for being supportive parents and diligent vollirdearaportant mix

that will guarantee the success of Churchill és stud:

2010 seniors and their families usually feel the rush of the New Year, as January signals the beginning of the last
semester in high school. It can be overwhelniiicgmpleting applications, ordering gowns and invitations.

However, it can also be one of the most exciting and emotional times that you will share with your senior. Our Projel
Graduation Committee, | ead by Bernie Barnes, is in
Rundo fundraiser in December was a huge success and |
that occurs the night of graduation. There are games, entertainment aingfeoty of fun for an all night

celebration. Keep an eye out for more information about this fun event.

Churchill High School PTA selected four Texas Life Members for the-2009 school year. This is the highest

honor that Texas PTA bestows upon an individual for their contributions to the welfare of our children. These
honorees have devoted many hours involved in activities that have been beneficial to the youth in our school and
communi ty. We are proud to announce this yeards hol
McGilloway, dance and drill teacher; Rebecca Hering, Ready, Set, Teach -apdt€acher as well as Parliament
Sponsor and Carla Norvell, PTA Prep Days Coordinator. These wonderful and deserving women will be honored at
our NEI SD PTA Founder 6s Day Banquet which will be h
Congratulations!

On January 2§ the Faculty Appreciation Committee held its annual Chili Cook Off. This yummy event was lead by
Jean Teideman and Avery OOHar e. Thank you to both
made the childi and supplied the Afixingsodo to feed ol

Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, Febru&rsitID00 p.m. for our next general meeting in the Churchill
l' i brary. The program wil |l be Mr. Vaughands AState

GO CHARGERS GO!

Suzi Gillen, PTA President

CHARGER SPORTS ASSOCIATION 2010 CHARGER GOLF CLASSIC
Friday, April 16, 2010 at Canyon Springs Golf Club

Registration is now open for this ye
benefiting ALL Charger Sports teams.
Please contact Andy and Suzi Gillen for
registration and/or sponsorship information atdgillen89@satx.rr.com
| f youdre not golfer, please plan to joi|| u



mailto:sdgillen89@satx.rr.com
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A Note From Our Principal .. ........
Dear Chargers,

We continue to plan for the upcoming change from the A/B schedule. One of our priorities is t
work on district and campus regulations to ensure students are not overwhelmed with
homework and daily tests. Our Campus Improvement Committee (CIC), which includes
parents, community members and teachers, will develop these regulations. Look for this to be
finalized in early April.

The CIC recently approved a bell schedule for next year which has eight 50 minute periods.
Students will go to class seven periods and have one 50 minute lunch period. The longer lunc
period wil!/ all ow students a few more min
able to get creative with these lunch periods using the longer time to offer tutoring or time for
clubs to meet. One advantage of this bell schedule is teachers gain about 17 hours of instruction time over the course
school year. One disadvantage of this bell schedule will require passing periods to be five minutes in length. Td fit in e
50 minute periods and allow for seven five minute passing periods we will change the start and end times of school. N
year, all high schools in NEISD will start school at 8:45 and end at 4:05. This bell schedule will be posted on the camp
web page.

I have heard your concerns about students carrying seven classes of books around this big campus. While visiting a Ic
on the short 5 minute passing period may be difficult, students will have the time to use their lockers during the longer
lunch period so they can be strategic about only carrying the books they immediately need. We will also look at using
classroom sets of books where we can, so students wo
the state only provides one book per student. We will continue to work on a plan to make sure students are not overlo:
with books.

Remember the reason we are moving to a seven period day is to save money. Simply put, we do not need as many te
with students taking seven classes instead of the current eight classes. Churchill will reduce teaching staff by 15 teach
for the 20162011 school year. This is about an 8% reduction in teaching staff. Our primary commitment is to keep core
class sizes in Science, Math, English, Social Studies, and World Languages in a range between 22 and 28 students, v
doing our best to maintain our fine elective classes and-extrecular programs.

We will soon begin administering this yearés TAKS te
followed with TAKS tests in Math, Science and Social Studies in April. As you know, these tests are imporfant to 11
grade students because earning a passing grade on the test is a requirement for graduation. These tests are also imp
tod"and1gr ade students and their teachers because the ¢
academic achievement. This data allows a student to set academic goals and provides teachers solid information on h
best help their students.

Another issue we could use your help on is student attendance. Again, there are some obvious reasons kids should at
school. Simply put, if they arenét here in front of
lose in class also impacts the teachers in terms of preparing and gradingpvedoek.

You can help in several ways. First, if your child is sick, keep them home so that a contagious illness is not spread. Ple
encourage your kids to come to school as a matter of work ethic. Lastly, help us by planning trips or other commitment
on nonschool days when possible. The state pays attention to our attendance aimy® periods on the A/B

schedule. If you need to schedule appointments, help us by scheduling appointments before or after school or not duri
these class periods if possible. Lastly, a note ids r
in to the attendance office no later than two days after your child returns to school.

Pl ease visit Churchdéds award winning web page for the
Go Chargers!

Jeff Vaughan, Principal
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Charger With Pride Awards Presented

The Churchill PTA Charger with Pride award is presented monthly to students who have been recognized by
our teachers and staff as having found a cause beyond themselves. These students have gone above and |
what is expected of a Charger on campus for positive attitude, acts of kindness and excelleGtardgeur

with Pride recipients for January 2010 dviayra Castillo Montero and Scott HufiVe are proud of your WC
Spirit in which you exemplify compassion and lending a helping hand.

Additionally, each month we pay tribute to a teacher, staff member and/or member of the community who ex
udes thoughtfulness and generosity while striving for what is best for Churchill! We are pleased to announce
Jennifer Eggleston and Jim Williaras our December 20@uper Chargers. Congratulations and thank you

for your outstanding positive attitude and dedication to WC.

The Charger with Pride committee would like to thank EI Mirasol restaurant for hosting our November and D

cember 2009 Charger with Pride students for lunch on Decerfftamm®to Las Palapas for their donation to our
Super Chargers.

JIN
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Charger with Pride October recipients
JOMonica Banks, Jjames
lia Hammond with December recipients

0’]‘@9@6‘ GAA)LgdL ALAM,,‘A A ngf:! Allysa Barnes, Hannah Holmes and

Jim Williams Jennifer Eggeston

Meredith Mayes.

=== = === =9 ATTENTION SENIORS AND SENIOR
I College Night PARENTS:
April 7, 2010 |
I 6:00-8:00 p.m. If you are planning to major in education
New Cafeteria || while in college, a scholarship opportunity
|| awaits you!

Churchill students and parents will have ||

| the opportunity to discuss admissions, Blossom Scholarship provides $325.00 per
financial aid and college essays. || semester for up to 8 semesters as long I the
_ _ || student maintains the criteria estab-
Many colleges will be available for stu- lished. Interested students should contac

dents and parents to ask questions and get| s Rodriguez in the counseling office orlat
information. Please plan on attending this mrodril02@neisd.net for more
| very informative evening. || information.

p—
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REFLECTIONS Give Back to Our Troops!

Congratulations to Kyle Chappell and Michael Coyl Cell Phones for Soldiers
for their Reflections' entries that are advancing to th

State level'Kyle's entry, "The Night", is a musical Thank You Churchilll
composition featuring tromboneMichael's visual

arts' entry titled "Life in A Song" is @ monochromaficl 5 ce | | Phones for Sol diler
collage featuring John Lennon's face defined by | I churchill students, staff and parents who have gdner-
words to his songsAll of Churchill's entries ad- ously donated over 170 cell phones and accesso}ies
vanced to the District level which included Zach during the Fall of 2009Your donations are for a
Boyer's literature entry titled "The DietyThere will great cause and will be appreciated by the soldie}s

be a recognition reception through NEISD in Febryi-1 g receive free calls to loved ones thanks to yofir
ary or March with the date to be announced. thoughtfulness.

Congratulations to our amazingly talented Chargefsg

NO PLACE FOR HATE ESSAY CONTEST

RELAY FOR LIFE As a part of our No Place for Hate campaign,
The PALs will be participating again in Relay For || fland in recognition of Black History Month,
Life on May 14 at Blossom. If you are interested it | Peace Team has an essay contest open td all
supporting this cause through a donation to the  J | o1\ jents and teachers throughout the monih of

American Cancer Society, please send a check . o
out to Churchill High School to Dawn Wales or do Eebruary. We would like to send an invitatipn

nate online at http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR? || [[t0 parents for you to participate as well.
px=9521945&fr id=24170&pg=personaDonations

can be made on behalf of a loved one in memorian|@¥or the essay, we ask that you write about|a
in their honor. Last year the Churchill PALs wer time you have experienced discrimination {n
your life or stood up to discrimination. The
essay must be 500 words or less, as the wjn-
ning essays of the contest will be publishgﬂi in
the school newspapérhe StatesmanBoth
student and parent essays will be submittgd to
the PTA newsletter next year as well, one gtu-
This time is upon us to prepare for next year and gntdent essay and one adult essay for each igsue.
rolling in our dual credit courses! The top essays will be sent to the Anti
Defamation League as well.

A letter has been sent home to all our sophomore [afpd
junior parents about dual credit enrollment process. Papers will be judged by an adult volunteef

The counseling department has put together a dua mmittee. Winners will be announced on
credit booklet. Please ask your son/daughter to stgg f '

our office to pick one up or you may find the informa-viarch 22. Submit your entries to

tion on our website, under dual credit. dwales@neisd.n@r mail them to Dawn
Wales at the school. Deadline for parent sub-
I'f you have any questi ofnfissi8rPi§ Marchhe Pledsa in@udé yourc ¢ | |

email either Olympia Torre®{orre2@neisd.npor name and contact info with vour essa
Marianne Rodriguezifrodril02@neisd.nkgt y 4

awarded the most spirited group at the all night lo
event. We plan to keep that title as we bring our
fighting spirit to battle cancer.

[{an)

Dual Credit Information

U

Deadline is March 23, 2010 . Peace Team
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